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Descending a steep deep-powder-
covered hill, 1 entered the zone —
trusting my experience to turm my skis
while 1 could harely glimpse the skier
ahead of me; Snow and sky 1!1('1';2".".'
and 1 i:||.|.|_|r:'||'||_-|._| 1 was .-uLi.|I'|;|.: on the

clouds in the upper reaches of British

Columbia’s backcountey. At the bot

tom of the cloud-shrouded mountain it
was back 1o reality, as o soall group
af skiers ang oor shared snowcar sud
denly reappeared

Snoweats.  dare  the tractor-like




machines that ski resorts use 10 groom

runs and sadly, more oftéen than fo

compact that fine powdery snow

Rebelling aguinst  their powder-

destroyving cousing are a handful o
the big machines that have been con-
verted Into snow-buses of sorts; Skiers
ride in combort, "\'I"-||'|5-'.||'|H slores

about the last run oas the |'ai_:_1 cat

5

prowls up the mountain in search of

more powder. Finding its prey, it
sends the thrill-seeking skiers out 1o

carve up the hill charging down snow-

[Left] British Columbia is the powder-skiing capital of the world (inset, focing page) Experience
the thrill of being alive nhoios by Bod Dowoe: (obove) Your charfol or in this cose cal awaits ool

courtesy of Grao Nertharm Snow-Cof Saing Lid

filled bowls and evergreen ghides

With so much energy reverberiting
over the mountain, the excitement is
conlagious. Evien apprehensive skicrs
forget thedr fears as they cirve 2 few
turns, sending up o spray of [ine white
mist. Mot surprisingly, these skiers are
the ones shouting the loudest as fear
Is replaced by the thetll of being alive

Avid skiers the world over vearn to
experence what BC's Backcountey has
b offer. Maost sutisfy their powder ski
ing passion tor addicion) at snowea
and heli-skiing lodges scattered across
the interior of BC. The lodeges cater to
American, European and Canadian vis-
ERT 5

Hearty breakfasts and dinners are
provided at the lodge, while lunch is
uffered on the slopes, Bedrooms vary
in quulity from shared bunks o luxury
suites; but for the most part they tend
tor he somewlal modest. Few guests,
however, spend much fme o theb
rooms and the common areas are well
eiuipped with magazines;, pool tables

and other games. In addition, gucsts

have o chance o practice the fading
art of conversation with individuals
whi share their interest in skiing and
adventure,

Newcomers often  have  diffioulty
deciding between snowcat or heli-ski
ing. After evaluating my own experi
ences and listening o the opinions of
fellow skiers, 've come up with a sel
of criteria. First and foremost, price
Heli-skiing is ‘almost twice as expen
siVEe a5 snowcnl skiing due, of course,
to the high cost of purchasing and
maintaining -hellcopters. Another con-
rerrain

sideration is COVErnge

Helicoprers can obviously chver a
larger amount of terriin, but the area
accessible (o SNOWCIL Operdtors s sur
prisingly wvast and skiers rarely ski
over their own tracks

For my patt, group size and the
rumber of groups sharing the vehicle
are also factors 1o consides ti.rl,||_||1.
stz [or cither tvpe of skiing typically
ranges from 0-12 people, though
snoweats penerally have the greater

capacity. The snoweat belongs o a
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“Everyone who has been to our house has loved

" the quality, the craftsmanship and the attention
!.; % ‘! to detail.”

— Lew
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16770 Placer Hills Road, Meadow'
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The Foothills.
Change your reality.

Maureen O'Connall.& Collcen Kilpatrick
You Knum. “That Sister Team|

MEEI(I{}W (Gate

m Real b:tatc

-.|'..;-.;||;| Hronip For the day, whereas
w10 four groups |'|'|iJ_'|'|I b shuttled
up the mountain by one helicopter
| ...||:|_|,.-._ aecommodate varving numbers
snoweat lodaes

of puests, with some

restricting the number to one group ol
19 16 12 skiers

When

eduipment can be

considering how  much
carried  each day
snowears are alsothe favoured nption
Unless you're with a group that has
chartered a helicopter, vou have 1o
wear everything vou'll need for the
day, since the helicopter has weight
and space limitations: Snowcats don’
have these restrictions, 500 vou Can
leave a backpack in the cab, This
might sound trivial, but when condi-
tons can shift from cald with Blowing
spow o sunny and warm on a Biven
day, it helps o carry clothes and
coguipment for differgnt scenarios.

wh, When the

wedather 15 sunny and warm H'Z.lll-.'ll".[_'

And then there's lu

oputside and  eating. sandwiches is
aredl bt it can be a less-than-thrilhng
experience in Ireezing lemperatuses
Given the number of groups per heli
copter and the extent of terrain coy
ered, 1t 1% much more likely thar you'll
be eating outside  when  heli-skiing

Spoweat  lodeges  commonly  have

mountain=top shacks that  provide
some shelter from the cold and, in
extreme conditions, the snoweal iscll
will sulfice

However if you're heli-skiing, you
probably won'l have o worry about
lunth in bad weather: down days due
to weather can  be quite commen
Spowents can go through conditions a
helicopter could never attempt. In my
[our snoweat trips there were never
down  days not  even close
Whereas, in my one heli-skiing outing,
vy ot of four dayvs were down and
we did Hile more than sit around or
gor snowmobaling

But it's not just weather that con
tributes to the atmosphere ol Yol
powder-skiing experienge.  Snowcal

skilng ends to be socinl and relaxed



ance has to remain an individual des think tha [Tl muns sounds easy 1

st a0 erear deal ol [Tort goes o can teel like 20-30 gt g ski resort, Bul
ssuring sifety gt both spoweal and the rewarding feeline that settles in on
heli=skiing perations. Lodges emplin the fide back o thi I-.|-'|,--|-|.||'-||-l--!-_
||l:_"|'. -|'.._||| led  and cortified guldes eclipses the fatigue, All yvou can think
who are: imtimotely fFamdliar owith the of s what the next day will hring
loweal  terrain, Avalinche Iransceéivers powder, powder and more powder
¢ supplied by every snoweat and
heli-skiing operation and  raming s Prowling Hhe  slopfes Crrecl
ogiven at the bepinning of each stay Yortborn Smow'-Col Skimmp Lid. (el
AL Great Northern Saow-Cat Skiing BOVERU-0TH3; wu greatnorthern
with whom 've skied three times SHerCel.comd IS Gn -'I"-.'ll el -t -drelf
with o fourth trip planned this vear sonth. of Revelstok Fhetir  prival

Smiles ond sunshine abound ol it s sKiing s o ‘major draw Sailing mountain fodee offers single ar oo bi
bBoeimwoen snow-blanketed e Crardens QeI CY OGRS alfl redrh hripat
feeling the spray of fine champagni hathrooms, as well a5 g saund and

il bonds have time to develop over powder billowing up from your skis

conversations sharcd in the ca I'he and down from disturbed branches is W erness  Shiing ted
nolse and speed of helicopters curtad an experience that most skiers ¢ SEHY TO0- 3400 [TECH T !
conversation Farely maging ness, com by considered o snowcol ski

(RERL N | | heli-sk 1 in e | widli ] Imng 15 hared wosr CYen with i) A i il ki R |

that e n mindd | sl ety wide powder i ctirtesy b riidis shfers from th PRl f,
o avil el the | | i} A o snoweal o msists ol af N i v Stk bagts Feiii i
bBackoountry ki While risk 1ol ARTRITL 0 runs. Whil umight Wergiad el

ROCKY'S ART

LLLER 51

ALLERY

COLLIN BOGLE w versoN & LEE BOGLE 1N PERSON

ATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 20006 5:00-8:30 PM




